
Dear SME Families, 

 

With PK and Kindergarten Moving Up and Graduation ceremonies just five weeks away and drafts of our final exam 

schedule nearing finalization, it’s safe to say we are officially in our final stretch of the school year!  Some brief odds 

and ends to share as we begin May: 

 

~ This Friday’s school mass is a Christian Witness Mass.  We will be recognizing students and teachers who demon-

strated the virtue of justice.  Simply put, those who demonstrate justice are fair and give others their due.  Those who 

seek and work for justice help ensure that all feel welcome at SME and build our community. 

 

~ I encourage all to visit our Art Fair, Battle of the Books, and Spring Open House. Please remember - this is an open 

house and an opportunity for prospective families to meet our staff and not a parent-teacher conference day.  If you 

would like a formal meeting with your son’s or daughter’s teacher, please reach out to schedule one with her directly. 

 

~ Due to numerous requests, we are extending the STREAM Flower Sale until Friday.  Due to delivery time, Friday is a 

hard deadline. If interested in ordering flowers, please submit your order by the end of this week.  

 

~ We have added an SME Color Run this year!  This event is new to St. Mary’s and is assured to be a fun time!   

 

See you tomorrow evening, 

Mr. O 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK... 

HSA 

ST. MARY’S ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

NEWSNOTE 

 Thurs. 5/1 - ART 

Show, Battle of the 

Books & Book Fair, 

6pm-8pm 

 Fri. 5/2 - Christian 

Witness Mass, 8:30am 

 Tues. 5/6 - NYS Sci-

ence Testing 

 Fri. 5/9 - May Crown-

ing Mass, 8:30am & 

Penny Fair 

 Tues. 5/13 - NYS 

Math Testing 

 Wed 5/14 - NYS 

Math Testing 

 Fri. 5/16 - Hope Rib-

bon Mass, 8:30am 

 Fri. 5/23 - No School 

 Mon. 5/26 - No 

School 

 Tues. 5/27 - Color 

Run, 5:30pm 
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Scholastic Book Fair 

Our Spring Book Fair will be held this Thursday (5/1)! Students in grades 1-8 are currently sched-

uled to shop with their class during the school day. The Book Fair will also be open to everyone 

from 6-8pm on 5/1, in conjunction with our Open House.  

 

Cash, credit cards, checks (payable to the school) and eWallets are all acceptable methods of 

payment. Need to set up an eWallet? Visit our Book Fair Homepage:  

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/stmaryselemschlancaster 

If you would like to volunteer, please sign up here! 

https://spring-2025-book-fair.cheddarup.com 

Teacher Appreciation Week 

Join us in celebrating SME Teachers for Teacher Appreciation Week! The HSA is looking for do-

nations of desserts for the teachers' luncheon on Wednesday 5/7. Please bring desserts to the 

main office by 9am on 5/7.  

https://my.cheddarup.com/c/2025-teacher-appreciation 

Penny Fair 

We are excited for our annual Penny Fair, which will be held on Friday 5/9 following Mass!  

 

There will be several games of chance for the students to play, as well as everyone's favorite 

tradition, CAKE WALK! 

 

We've streamlined the day with a flat $5 payment per student, rather than sending kids with a 

bag of quarters to pay at each game, which helps the kids tremendously! Please RSVP using the 

following form and remit payment electronically or via cash/check to the office by Monday 5/5. 

https://penny-fair-2025.cheddarup.com  

Students in grades 1-8 will attend the Penny Fair during the school day. Kindergarten and Pre-K 

families are invited to attend with their student in the evening from 5:30-7:30pm. There will be 

pizza, pop and snacks available for purchase in the evening hours, so come hungry.  

 

Volunteers are needed for set up and to facilitate the games during the day, as well as to con-

tribute donations for the Cake Walk prizes. If you are available to help, please sign up for one of 

the available slots using the Penny Fair Cheddar Up link (hit the "Continue" button to view the 

sign-ups).  

 
June HSA Events - Save the Dates! 

Mega Raffle: 6/6  

School Picnic: 6/13 

Our annual STREAM Flower Sale is 

coming to an end this Friday, May 2nd. 

You’ll be able to view, place and pay 

for your order via Cheddar Up! 

 

A variety of flowers will be available in 

4.5” pots with a buy 5 get 1 free deal. 

There are also hanging baskets availa-

ble. NEW this year: Patio Tomatoes! 

Delivery will be Thursday, May 8th at 

the Parish Center Doors. 

STREAM FLOWER SALE 

Our Color Run event will be a fun-filled 

event designed to promote wellness, com-

munity spirit and of course a splash of color 

all while helping our STREAM program.  

To make this event a success, we are look-

ing for volunteers to help us out. 

If interested, please use the link below to 

sign up.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/10C094EAEAA23A6F5C70-56582581-

color#/ 

https://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bf/stmaryselemschlancaster
https://spring-2025-book-fair.cheddarup.com/
https://my.cheddarup.com/c/2025-teacher-appreciation
https://penny-fair-2025.cheddarup.com/


What would you do with $35,000??  

Buy your Mega ticket for your 

chance to find out! 

When: June 6, 2025 at 7:00PM  

Where: St. Mary’s High School 

The top prize is $35,000 with 13 other prizes 

to win. 

Cost: $100.00 a ticket which includes 

two guests. 

Purchase tickets at the link below! 

https://mega-raffle-2025.cheddarup.com  

SWIM TEAM  

SME is looking to see if we can field our own swim 

team next year!  

Please fill out the following interest form so we can 

determine if we can have our own team, or if we 

need to merge with a closer school.  

 
https://forms.gle/hcUTnhAKFYXhu3hj7  

Swim starts early September! 

Eighth graders - Thursday, May 29th 
Kindergarten through seventh grade - Friday, May 30th 
Pre K 3 & Pre K 4 - Friday, May 30th or the week of June 

2nd 

Due to staffing shortages and our Spring 

Open House, there will be no after school 

care available on  

Thursday May 1st and Friday 

May 2nd.  

We apologize for any inconvenience.  

We are bringing back the Battle of the Books event that the school used to hold yearly!  BATTLE 

OF THE BOOKS is a game show-like competition to test student teams' knowledge of two select-

ed books by answering questions. Not all students are required to participate. There are three 

Battle of the Books divisions - grades 2/3, grades 4/5 and grades 6-8. Teams can have one to five 

members. The team's members can be from different grades within the division.  The team mem-

bers can each read both books or one reads one while the other reads the other book. Teams 

should be creative with names, T-shirts, posters etc...   

 

Here are the books per grade division 

 Grades 2/3 will read "Magic Treehouse: Buffalo Before Breakfast" by Mary Pope Osborne & 

"How to eat Fried Worms" by Thomas Rockwell 

 Grades 4/5 will read "The BFG" by Roald Dahl & "Mr. Popper's Penguins" by Florence and 

Richard Atwater 

 Grades 6-8 will read "Holes" by Louis Sachar & "The Boy in the Striped Pajamas" by John 

Boyne 

 

This event will take place in the evening at our Spring Open House on May 1st with our Art 

Show and Book Fair. 

 

 

 

 

MEGA RAFFLE 

YEARBOOK DISTRIBUTION BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 

Please use the link below to complete your purchase: 

 

https://sme-spirt-wear.cheddarup.com  

 

Once the payment is received, I will send the shirts 

home with your student or contact you to arrange 

pick up later this week/early next week.  

  

Uniforms will be available for ordering on a monthly basis! All 

orders placed within the month-long period will be processed 

by All-Stars.  

Please click the link below to place your order :) 

https://all-stars.printavo.com/merch/stmary-smonthly 
 

UNIFORM ORDERS 

SPIRIT WEAR 

NO AFTER SCHOOL 

ART ROOM 

In conjunction with this year's Open House, St. 

Mary's Elementary School-Lancaster, will be trans-

formed with an amazing array of artwork by stu-

dents in PreK3 thru 8th Grade.  

 

Please join us on Thursday, May 1st in viewing 

the talents of the St. Mary’s Elementary School   

students.  

 

Students have worked very hard in ART all year 

long and they can’t wait for you to see their mas-

terpieces. Art work will be on the 1st and 2nd floor

-main hallways. Family, friends and neighbors are 

all welcome! 

RAISE RIGHT 

Updated Office Hours: 

 

Monday 12p-2:15p 

Tuesday 9a-12p 

Wednesday 12p-2:15p 

 

All online and school orders will be checked on 

Fridays and go home on Monday if inventory 

allows. 

  

If you have any questions, please 

email raiseright@smeschool.com. 

Our team is here for you! 

SCHOOL PLAY - THE ARISTOCATS 

Join us for an unforgettable experience at 

our school play on May 

16th and 17th!  

Stay tuned for more de-

tails on the exciting per-

formances that await! 

https://mega-raffle-2025.cheddarup.com/
https://forms.gle/hcUTnhAKFYXhu3hj7
https://sme-spirt-wear.cheddarup.com/
https://all-stars.printavo.com/merch/stmary-smonthly




 
 
 

 

 
 

Our Spring STREAM Flower Sale is here! Thank you for helping us reach our fundraising 
goal, with the proceeds used to offset the cost of STREAM supplies for our SME students. 

 
We are offering a selection of hanging flower baskets*, patio tomatoes, and a multitude of 

4.5 inch potted plants* provided by Mitchell Greenhouses. 
*Photos are for reference only, colors vary and you will choose your favorites at pickup. 

 
SPECIAL:  Buy 5 pots, get one free! Mix and match any of the 4 1/2 inch pots 

Make sure you include the free plant(s) in your order and adjust pricing accordingly. 
Hanging baskets are not included in the buy 5 get one free promotion. 

 
Orders and payment due: Wednesday, April 30th. 

Pick-Up: St. Mary's Parish Center Thursday,  May 8th from 1:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Please make checks payable to St. Mary's Elementary School with a note of "flower sale." 
Check and cash payments must be received by Wednesday, April 30th and may be dropped 

of or mailed to: 

St. Mary's Elementary School 
2 St. Mary's Hill 

Lancaster, NY 14086 

 
For questions/concerns, please contact our STREAM Coordinator, Ms. Zaidel at zaidelj@smeschool.com 

 

If you prefer to order online, please check out: 
 

https://spring-flower-and-plant-sale-87531.cheddarup.com  
 
 

Purchaser Information: 

Full Name: __________________________________________________ 

Email Address: ______________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _____________________________________________ 

Do you have a student at SME?  ⬜YES ⬜NO 

If yes, student’s name/grade level: ____________________________________ 

How are you affiliated with SME? _____________________________________ 

mailto:zaidelj@smeschool.com
https://spring-flower-and-plant-sale-87531.cheddarup.com


10 inch Hanging Baskets:            Patio Tomatoes: 
$25 each                $10 each 

10” Combination Hanging Basket 

3 or 4 different varieties in each basket create 
very interesting color and texture. 
Multiple different colors and plant combinations 
for sun or shade. 

1-Gallon Pot Patio Tomatoes 

Tomato plant planted in a 19 cm, 1-Gallon pot. 

Produces tomatoes a little larger than grape 
tomatoes. 

 

4.5 Inch Potted Plants: $7 each 
Buy 5 Get One FREE 

Gerbera Daisies 
Numerous color and flower styles 
in the Festival, Jaguar, and 
Revolution series. Solid 
dark-eyed and light-eyed blooms. 
Grow and flower best in full sun 
with adequate moisture.   

Cuphea 
Commonly known as Mexican 
Heather. Will grow to a 24” shrub 
in full sun. Attracts 
hummingbirds. 
Loves summer heat. 
Colors include lavender, white, 
magenta, purple, and red. 

Double Impatiens 
Fiesta double impatiens. 
Numerous large rose-like blooms 
that bloom all season long. 
Heat tolerant. Filtered sun to part 
shade. 

Multiple colors available  

Dahlietta 
Vegetatively propagated dahlias 
have 2 1/2"-3" fully double 
flowers. Very uniform in growth 
habit and numerous flowers. 
Performs best in full sun. 
Red, orange, salmon, pink, 
scarlet, burgundy, white, yellow, 
and bi-colors  

Coleus 
Kong coleus. 
Unusual and attractive colors 
with great texture. Great in 
landscape, a good replacement 
for impatiens. Many unusual 
cutting varieties available. 
Upright and trailing varieties for 
shade areas. 

Osteospermum 
Sunscape Daisy.  Cold hardy 
plant that will tolerate spring and 
fall frost.   
They make outstanding full-sun 
garden or patio plants. Keep 
evenly moist. 
Beautiful purple, white, pink, 
rose, coral, or yellow daisy 
flowers 

Petunias 
Proven garden performers give 
color all season. Unique flower 
colors and patterns. 
Do best in high light, like lots of 
food and moisture. Excellent in 
combinations and solid plantings. 

Angelonia 
Well suited for the hot, dry spot in 
your garden. 
Blue, coral, red, and white colors. 

Verbena 
Large flowers in an assortment of 
vibrant colors. 
Attracts butterflies.Full sun. 

 
ORDER FORM 

Hanging Baskets:             Tomatoes: 

 10” Combination Hanging Basket  Patio Tomatoes  

No. 
ordered 

 No. 
ordered 

 

 
4.5” Potted Plants: 
Buy 5, Get 1 Free ⬜YES ⬜NO  
 

 Gerbera Cuphea Double 
Im. 

Dahlietta Coleus Osteos. Petunias Angelonia Verbena 

No. 
ordered 

         

 

Total Cost of 
Hanging Baskets 

Total Cost of 
Tomatoes 

Total Cost of 
Potted Plants 

 Order Total 

$ $ $  $ 
 



Color Run FAQ 
What do we wear? 

 

Please dress in as much white as possible and appropriately for 

the weather/temperature. We will be giving out white 

sweatbands to participants as well.  

 

Where are we running? 

 

We will have a roped course to participate in starting and ending in the school parking lot.  

 

Who is allowed to run? 

 

Parents are allowed to run with their students if they would like, this is more of a fun run, and 

walking is allowed. There will not be a fastest time winner, we will go until the color runs out 🙂 

 

What do you mean color run? 

 

At various points around the race different colored corn starch will be thrown for participants to 

run through. This corn starch is completely safe and non toxic and comes clean from clothes with 

regular detergent.  

 

What are we raising funds for?  

 

Students are asked to get donations up to at least $20 per student. More is always appreciated.. 

These funds will go towards our STREAM program, which will allow us to book fun activities for the 

school throughout the school year. Some examples of things we've done using these funds include, 

garden club, Mr. K's Planetarium coming to the school, the bubble show, and Hawk Creek.  

 

Will there be food? 

 

We will have food options available for purchase, once these are finalized we will communicate it via 

news notes.  

 







Notes From the Nurse
May 2025

Dara Sirianni RN, BSN 

Immunization 

Requirements  

Reminder:

Tdap vaccine is required for students entering 6th grade in the fall.

Meningitis vaccine is required for students entering 7th grade in the fall. 

Providers and pediatricians will notify you of such during your child’s annual 
physical examination and these are NYS mandated in order for your child to 
attend school.  

Information has been sent home if your student still needs one of these 
vaccines prior to the start of the 25-26 school year. 

Parents of incoming KINDERGARTENERS will be notified in writing of required 
immunizations, please feel free to send in the required documentation as soon 
as it is available. 

Outside 

Activities

The warmer weather brings more time spent outdoors, the teachers do take 

children on walks on school property as well as outside for PE.  Please make sure 

younger children have spare clothing in the event of an accident/ fall in the 

mud.  The Health O�ce does not have spare clothing. 

Health O�ce 
Information

O�ce Hours: School Days 9:30-1pm

                     Phone: (716) 683-2112 ext 128                           

Fax: (716) 683-2134

email: nurse@smeschool.com 



Afterschool News 
 This Month In After School  
    We have officially made it to the final month and a 
half of the school year. Make sure as the school year 
wraps up you check the lost and found to make sure 
your kid has no clothes or belongings left behind, 
we wouldn't want them to forget it and have it left 
here over the summer! Speaking of the summer, 
make sure to check out our summercare program 
and sign up for your kid or kids if you have not 
already. Our summer care program runs  Monday 
through Friday, June 23rd to August 15th. Hours are from 
7 in the morning to 6 in the evening and we have flexible 
scheduling. It  isn't too late to sign up so do it now before 
you forget! We’ve had such an amazing time this year 
expanding the after-school program and adding more 
activities to make it more enjoyable for your kids and 
hope to see many of you return for summercare and next 
year in afterschool care!  
    
Afterschool Activities Dates and Times Reminder:  
Running club is every Tuesday and Thursday from 2:30 - 3:15 
Play Practice is every Tuesday and Thursday from 2:30 - 3:30  
Garden Club (K-2nd) is every Wednesday from 2:30 - 3:15  
 Garden Club (3rd and up) is every Friday from 2:30 - 3:15  

 
                  UPCOMING  
            May 1st and 2nd:  No afterschool care  
  May 23rd:  MEMORIAL DAY - No school  
  May 26th: MEMORIAL DAY - No school  
  June 6th: Prek moving up and graduation day  
  June 6th: Mega Raffle @ 7pm  
  June 11th: Kindergarten graduation  
  June 18th: Last Day of School grades 1-8 

     June 19th: NO SCHOOL - Juneteenth  
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